CCJP AWARD 2007

The 2007 CCJP Award is given to Dermot Dorgan for his dedicated commitment to justice and peace through music and poetry.

Dermot comes from an Irish family where the gift of writing poetry about significant family or public events began with the Celtic flair for music, wit and humour. Libel laws prevented any of it being seen outside the family.

In the mid sixties Dermot was in the Columban priesthood. While on holidays  he heard Tom Lehrer on radio singing “Poisoning Pigeons in the Park”. Dermot leant it, played and sang it publicly and for the first time realized he could entertain others with his music. He was sent to Rome for graduate studies in theology and Scripture and was then sent to study and teach in Ireland, Israel and Fiji. 
At the end of 1973 Dermot left the priesthood and came to Australia. He worked for Australian Catholic Relief, now Caritas. In that capacity he travelled to India and south-east Asia. He began to write about the forces generating poverty; about the way the excesses of capitalism, so beneficial to many Australians, were devastating for people in Africa, Asia and the Pacific.
It was at this time that Dermot met Ted Kennedy and began attending Mass at Redfern. Dermot stated that it was Ted who cracked open the Scriptures to reveal layers of meaning that he, Dermot, had never encountered despite his scriptural scholarship.
It was then that Dermot began writing songs about international debt, poverty, the environment, indigenous Australians, and  refugees, combining profound gospel insights with witty and humorous songs about society and church.
Dermot subsequently worked for the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council, the Mercy Foundation, and the Social Action Office Brisbane. Currently he is the Co-ordinator of the Romero Centre in Brisbane that offers support and assistance for refugees on temporary protection visas. 

In 1995 Dermot produced an album called The Cockroach and the Vatican. It included some songs that were composed for CCJP events and experiences viz, A Typical Catholic and Bishop for a Day.
Another album of songs appeared in 2000 entitled The Call of the Cappuccino followed by another featuring children’s songs on the environment called The Shark, the Ark and the Wise Little Platypus.
Dermot’s songs have been heard in pubs and churches, universities and kindergartens, radio and, he’s ashamed to say, television, and on one memorable occasion, outside the entrance to the Vatican Bank when a Swiss Guard threatened to chop up Dermot’s guitar with his halberd.
Dermot now lives in a house Brisbane with a white picket fence, a dog, a cat, twenty seven gekkoes and two children, Conor and Clare.

Dermot’s songs are an in-depth yet sensitive analysis of topics crucial to the national interest and to an often too serious Church. They have entertained, amused and challenged people to see the connections between life and faith and to our contemporary crying need for a holistic spirituality of the earth and the physical universe.

We are delighted to give the 2007 CCJP  Award to Dermot Dorgan.
