CCJP AWARD 2009
Catholics in Coalition for Justice and Peace is delighted to present the CCJP Award for 2009 to the Presentation Sisters Wagga Wagga for their strong commitment to social justice over many years.

In response to a request from the Bishop of the time for Catholic education five Sisters arrived in Wagga from Ireland in 1874 and immediately began schools for the children of the early settlers, many of whom were poor and who had left their native oppressed land, so that they might be free to bring up their children in the Catholic faith. Before long, following the mandate of their foundress Nano Nagle to

                                                        spend yourselves for the poor
they established schools in the rural areas around the Wagga district and later in the Sydney area educating, visiting and ministering to the needs of people especially those most disadvantaged.

Following the Second Vatican Council, religious orders were told to revisit their founders’ original charism and recommit their ministries to the most disadvantaged in society today. The Presentation Sisters took up the Church’s directive and under the guidance of successive Congregation leaders, namely Srs Angela Cameron, Cecilia Wiltshire, Anne Lane, Maureen Watson and the Sisters in their various communities, what followed was a burgeoning of ministries beyond the traditional school system. They included:

Rural ministries in response to prolonged drought; women and men’s shelters; Juvenile detention centres; Junee gaol; the unique ecological centre Erin Earth;

Nagle Centre Campbelltown; Micro Loans schemes; Nagle camps for disadvantaged youth; inner city ministry to shut-ins; animation programme for Western Sydney and Central Coast; Aboriginal ministry in city and country; Homeless Youth programmes; ministries for refugees and asylum seekers.

It is clear the Sisters have taken to heart the challenge of Nano Nagle:

If I can be of service in  any part of the world I would willingly do all in my              power(to respond)
As well as direct service to the poor the Sisters recognised that the causes of the disadvantage must also be addressed, through structural change to policies of political and economic systems that cause or keep people in poverty, hence their involvement in lobbying and advocacy activities on behalf of the marginalised and voiceless in our world. 

At their Chapter in 2003 the Presentation Sisters made the following statement:

We are committed to making resources available to ministries with the marginalised through Congregational projects and also support groups outside the Congregation who work with and on behalf of those who are poor. 
As one of many groups outside the Congregation that has received significant support from the Presentation Sisters, CCJP acknowledges with gratitude their generosity and commitment to structural change. 

It is with great pleasure we present the 2009 CCJP Award to the Presentation Sisters Wagga Wagga. 
