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CATHOLICS IN COALITION FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE


25/05/10
The Hon. Penny Wong,

Minister for Climate Change, Energy Efficiency & Water,
P.O. Box 6237,

Halifax Street,

ADELAIDE, S.A. 5000

Dear Ms. Wong,

                                          CLIMATE CHANGE

Catholics in Coalition for Justice  & Peace is a coalition of individuals and groups, working for the emergence of just social structures in Australia and overseas.  It works as an integral part of the Church at the service of the world and especially for victims of injustice.

CCJP aims to act in solidarity with the poor, deprived and oppressed people of Australia and the world in the struggle for justice and peace. 

The members of CCJP urge the government to continue the work of addressing climate change as a matter of urgency.

The consequences of denying the scientific evidence currently available will be catastrophic for future generation of Australians.  
We are advised that the main issues to be addressed are:

Reduce the emission of green house gases by 60 to 80%.

Significantly lower the emissions of Carbon Dioxide.

Stop the rate of warming at 2degrees Celsius.

Australia has had a poor record in regard to conservation over the last 200 years, having the highest extinction rate of mammals in the world.  Climate change will be the major driver of mass extinctions of native flora and fauna in the 21st Century.

The affect on the community will be devastating with a forecast of a decline in crop production, stress on live stock, more bush fires etc.  There will be an increase in deaths due to the heat, an increase in diseases such as dengue fever and an increase in mental health issues particularly in rural areas.  As sea levels rise there will be a need to accept refugees from low lying Pacific Islands.  
We urge the government to move forward with plans to avert a potential disaster not only for Australian’s but for the entire planet.
Yours Faithfully,

Christine Brenton

(on behalf of CCJP)
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