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Paul Power, the CEO of the Refugee Council of Australia, an
organisation formed in 1981, spoke to the June seminar on refugees.

He said that it was unfortunate that in the last 15 years refugee policy has
become a political football because it damages vulnerable people.

A refugee is defined as someone who has fled his/her country because of
a well founded fear of persecution because of race, religion, nationality,
memebership of a particular social group or because of holding a political
opinion and who is unable or unwilling to seek the protection of their
own country.

In 2008 there were 42 milllion displaced people around the world of
whom 16 million were refugees. The other 26 million were displaced
within their own country. The top host countries for refugees were
Pakistan (1,780,935), Syria (1,105,695) and Iran (980,109). Australia
ranked fifty-first as a host country with 20,000. There are 535950
recognised refugees among asylum seckers of whom Australia has 1,845.
But Australia does a little better in resettlement, ranking number 2 in the
world on a per capita basis. On the basis of recognition and resettlement
Australia ranks 17th,

Since Federation Australia has settled 740 000 refugees. At the end of
World War 2 many of the refugees came from middle Europe. At present
of the 13750 this year from July 1st one third come from Sth and South
East Asia, one third from Sth West Asia and the Middle East, and one
third from Africa.

The 1996 census showed that the children of migrants, from Poland,
Hungary and Vietnam, including refugees, outperformed the children of|
Australian born parents in remaining in education past 15 years, in
attaining university degrees or diplomas, in working in managerial or
professional roles and in home ownership.

The main services funded by the Federal Govt for migrants are: 1.The|
Australian Cultural Orientation Program; 2. The Integrated Humanitarian
Settlement Strategy; 3. The Adult Migrant English Program; 4. The
Translating and Interpreting Service; 5. The Settlement Grants Program;
6. The Newly Arrived Youth Support Scheme. Despite any shortcomings
it is considered one of the best schemes in the world.

There have been changes to asylum seeker policy in recent years. In
2005, children being allowed out of detention was the beginning of|
improvements to the system. In 2006 the Community Care Pilot program
began, while in 2008 there was the closure of the Nauru Detention Centre
and the end of Temporary Protection Visas; while this year the
Community Care Pilot has become a Program, there has been improved
access to work and health care, a Complementary Protection System has|
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debts. This picce of legislation faces opposition so there is need to lobby,
Opposition Senators and Steve Fielding.

There is also the need to lobby for improved refugee protection in South
East Asia, for the need to maximise employment outcomes for new
arrivals, for the needs of teenage refugees with limited education, for the!
need to provide affordable housing, and to help refugees settle in regional
Australia.

Other ways of helping are by becoming a mentor, by helping build a|
stronger network of Australians to help refugees, and by encouraging|
local councils to become Refugee Welfare Zones.




