	CCJP AWARD 2006

The 2006 CCJP Award has been given to Anne and Bill Byrne for their long and dedicated commitment to the work of justice and peace.
Their formal involvement began in Adelaide in the early 1960s where Bill was the secretary of the Christian Life Movement and the Archdiocesan Lay Apostolate Liaison Committee. Anne and Bill both were members of the Christian Life Movement, based on the YCW model of See, Judge, Act, which enabled them to analyse the structural causes of injustice and become involved in action to overcome them.

Adult education through the Newman Institute was another initiative of Bill’s time in the Adelaide Archdiocese. They organized seminars on the documents of Vatican 11 and motivated by the call for justice to be seen as an integral part of the gospel, set up a Lenten campaign before Project Compassion began, to raise awareness of and response to the needs of the poor. Freedom from Hunger was another of Bill’s involvements.  
In 1968 Anne and Bill and their family moved to Sydney when Bill was appointed Director of Australian Catholic Relief, the forerunner of Caritas, a position he held for ten years. The Vatican directed that all countries should have a justice and peace commission so the ACR Committee was appointed by the Bishops Conference to be the Commission. A National Commission for Justice and Peace was formed that eventually became the Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace.

In 1978 Bill was appointed to the Pontifical Commission for Justice and Peace a position he held for four years. As a result many overseas visitors connected to justice and peace issues stayed with Anne and Bill giving them and their children, Mary, Paul, Stacey, William and Phil, a practical sense of faith in action for justice.

Over these years Anne continued her connection with the justice scene while being homemaker to their growing family and then returning to teaching. Women’s involvement in public life increased as a result of the feminist movement and the Church made some move to include women in its life. In 1982 Anne was co-opted to the Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace. The work for justice and peace done by CCJP was extraordinary and acknowledged as such by many organizations nationally and internationally.
On 7th May 1987 the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference summarily 
dismissed the members of the CCJP and disbanded the organization. The members were not officially informed of their dismissal for some time. The outrage felt by many people was expressed at a public meeting on 11th May. Many called for a new organization to give Catholics the opportunity to act on important issues of social justice. As a result Catholics in Coalition for Justice and Peace was born and nineteen years later it continues with Anne and Bill still active members.
From 1984 until 1992 Anne worked for Action for World Development at both NSW and National levels.
Anne and Bill have been members of their local Australians for Native Title and Reconciliation (ANTaR) group since 1998 raising awareness and recognition of Aboriginal ancient  history and culture in inner- west Sydney. Anne is currently President of ANTaR NSW.  A beautiful mural unveiled this past Australia Day at Ashfield Town Hall was the fruit of their local ANTaR group’s efforts.

Anne and Bill are members of the local Labor Party branch and continue to remind the policy makers at executive level of the basic ideals of social justice that were the hallmark of the labor movement. 

For over 25 years Anne and Bill have belonged to an ecumenical Eucharist group once again living out the vision of Vatican 11.

Catholics in Coalition for Justice and Peace acknowledges with gratitude the many ways Anne and Bill have supported CCJP. Anne kept CCJP’s finances in order for many years; it was Bill’s suggestion that we publish the Occasional Papers; Anne and Bill have been central to our fund-raising through the wine offers and they continue to organize the letter writing group.

In their lives and work Anne and Bill have been outstanding witnesses to the quest for justice and peace in the world and church of our time. CCJP takes great pleasure in giving them this well deserved award.

 


