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The November seminar was addressed by Geoff Scott (an Adjunct Professor at
UTS and CEO of the NSW Abariginal Land Council) on Indigenous Housing and
on the proposed Aboriginal National Representative Body.

ABORIGINAL HOUSING

The question of Indigenous Housing is a complex problem with ownership of
aboriginal land in NSW in the hands of 120 autonomous land councils with
various roles, including those relating to tand and housing.

One of the major disadvantages in housing is overcrowding. 47% of aborigines
own their own house or are paying it off, 21% live in State Aboriginal housing,
while 21% live in private rental accommodation. But now State Housing is
pulling out of remote areas and Community Housing is take the place of State
Housing in regional areas. There is also a backlog of maintenance in present
housing stock of $130 million. There is also the intention to reduce the number
of Aboriginal Community Housing providers. Many communities are not getting
new housing stock. Those on former missions and reserves have o use their
rental income to provide infrastructure and services such as garbage removal
which should be provided by the Government.

There is the need for mainstream Australia to help in meeting housing needs for
Aboriginal people.

But there is also the need to focus on all areas of disadvantage, otherwise
those that are neglected will fall back. So there is the need o also work on jobs,
health and homelessness.

At the moment there are public statements belng made but there are no real
policy positions. Indeed different Ministers in the Govt have very different
approaches. Also decisions are being made without consultation with the
Aboriginal stakeholders. This indicates there is a lack of trust, respect and
honesty. The relationship with Aboriginal people needs to allow the right to self
determination, it should inform them and it should seek prior consent from them.

NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE BODY

The proposed new body would be a private company limited by guarantee. This
would give it independence from the Government, flexibiiity in structure, the
possibility of attracting philanthropic support, and the ability to begin
immediately.

The body would formulate policy, advocate and lobby, and monitor govt service
delivery. And it would also include an ethics committee to monitor its own
operations.




