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CATHOLICS IN COALITION FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE
Committee Secretary
Department of the Senate
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

May 26 2020
SUBMISSION TO SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO COVID-19

Catholics in Coalition for Justice and Peace is a coalition of individuals and groups working for the emergence of just social structures in Australia and overseas.  I write on behalf of CCJP to submit our interest in the Government Response to the Covid-19 pandemic.

It has been encouraging to see the federal government taking the advice of medical experts and epidemiologists, that is, the science during the pandemic. The government has been regulating for the common good and spending money to alleviate hardship in ways formerly thought to be impossible. However we are concerned that the same reliance on science regarding the health needs of the nation at this time is not informing the Government’s response to our energy situation post-pandemic.

On the question of the need for climate action and a shift to less polluting technologies science has given clear, factual information for years. There have been innumerable petitions and polls showing support for such a shift, countless submissions, marches, protest actions, visits to Members of Parliament, community-based renewable energy initiatives, opinion pieces, books, letters, letters to the editor and social media posts. Two million Australian households now have solar on their rooftops. And yet so far, extractive industries are consistently favoured by state and federal governments over the will of everyday Australians. 

We know that genuine climate action is frustrated by the disproportionate political influence of extractive industries.  It has been disappointing to see the Prime Minister appointing so many fossil fuel industry executives to the National COVID-19 Coordination Commission, to be chaired by gas champion and former head of Fortescue Metals, Neville Power. 

The constitution of the Committee has advocates for one sector of society and, to make matters worse, an acutely self-interested one. Where are the capable advisors from among Aboriginal Australians, the education sector, the arts, health, welfare, finance, conservationist, climate action, faith, union, renewable energy and research sectors?

Minister for Energy and Emissions Reductions, Angus Taylor, has been making announcements in support of a “gas-fired recovery”. On Thursday May 21, Minister Taylor unveiled the long-awaited Technology Roadmap discussion paper, which followed on from his accepting most of the recommendations in the King Review (Grant King is a former Origin executive) to redirect some billions intended for renewables towards carbon capture and storage. Criticisms based on best science have shown the further damage that gas, as a fossil fuel, will do to the climate.

CCJP believes it makes no sense morally or economically for governments to favour the coal and gas sectors where less carbon intensive alternatives are readily available. We desire a world where life can flourish everywhere. For this we need a hospitable climate which, in turn, requires that high-consuming societies like Australia rapidly reduce the extraction and burning of fossil fuels for energy. We must end the era of unrestrained extraction and exploitation of nature. The rights of First Peoples to self-determination and to their lands should be respected. The limits of nature must be respected so that this generation hands on a world which is more-or-less intact for the next generation.

Yours sincerely

Anne Lane, Convenor                                                                                                                                       
Anne Lane pbvm
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