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CATHOLICS IN COALITION FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE


05/04/10
The Hon. Julia Gillard,

Minister for Education,

Parliament House,

CANBERRA, ACT 2600

Dear Ms. Gillard,
                                    Funding for Tranby College

Catholics in Coalition for Justice & Peace is a coalition of individuals and groups, working for the emergence of just social structures in Australia and overseas.  It works as an integral part of the Church at the service of the world and especially for victims of injustice.

CCJP aims to act in solidarity with the poor, deprived and oppressed people of Australia and the world in the struggle for justice and peace.

Our letter is to express our concern at the continued cuts in funding to Tranby College at Glebe, NSW – Australia’s oldest independent Aboriginal education institution.

We applaud the Federal Government’s efforts in support of education and skills training for all Australians.  It is clear that you see the importance of education and skills across the Australian society as essential to our country’s continued development, both economic and social.

It is well known that Indigenous children generally have difficulties with the mainstream education system.  We know your Government is taking steps to “Close the Gap” between Indigenous and non Indigenous Australians, including the area of literacy and numeracy.  It is essential that appropriate programs are developed across all ages, including bilingual learning and support for Indigenous parents.

However we are concerned about support for Tranby’s role with a particular group of Indigenous people who have slipped out of the education system in the past and who now have major problems of literacy and numeracy in adulthood.

Tranby has proved its success with such students.  We feel it is essential that adequate Federal Government funding is maintained for that success to continue.

We at CCJP await your response to our concerns.

Yours Faithfully,

Christine Brenton

(on behalf of Catholics In Coalition for Justice & Peace.)
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