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CATHOLICS IN COALITION FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE


28/02/10
The Hon. Kevin Rudd,

Prime Minister,

P.O. Box 476,

MORNINGSIDE, QLD  4170

Dear Mr. Rudd,

                                    Re: Human Rights Act

Catholics in Coalition for Justice & Peace is a coalition of individuals and groups, working for the emergence of just social structures in Australia and overseas.  It works as an integral part of the Church at the service of the world and especially for victims of injustice.

CCJP aims to act in solidarity with the poor, deprived and oppressed people of Australia and the world in the struggle for justice and peace.

The members of CCJP urge the government to implement a Human Rights Act as soon as possible.

CCJP endorses the model proposed by Frank Brennan as we believe it recommends that judges can interpret statutes related to human rights issues, but cannot strike down any law passed by Parliament.  Any contravention would be referred back to the Parliament for debate by issuing a declaration of incompatibility.  It does not confer power to the judiciary alone; it empowers the people via their elected representatives.

This checks and balances arrangement would reassure all Australian people and particularly allow Parliament to support and improve the lives of the least powerful, such as the aged, disabled, mentally ill, religious and racial minorities.  

It is also suggested that an Australian Human Rights Act include the enforcement of International Jurisdiction.  This would provide assistance when dealing with issues such as war crimes, torture and the suppression of women and children.

Since Australia is the only progressive & democratic country in the world without a Human Rights Act this issue needs to be a priority.  A significant majority of the submissions to the Brennan Committee were in favour of such an Act and we understand the Attorney General supports the Brennan model.

We look forward to the day when Australian citizens have the protection a Hum Rights Act offers.

Yours Faithfully,

Christine Brenton

(on behalf of Catholics In Coalition for Justice and Peace) 
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