SAMPLE LETTER TO LABOR provided by Australian Religious Response to Climate Change

Dear Mr/Mrs ………,
I would like to congratulate the Labor Party for holding policy positions which will improve Australia’s performance in curbing greenhouse gas emissions.  It is encouraging to see Labor’s policies of net zero emissions by 2050 and a target of supplying 50% of our electricity needs via renewables by 2030.
However, as a practicing ……….. I am very concerned that overall Labor’s policy platform continues to fall short of meeting our obligations under the Paris Agreement.
Leaders in my faith tradition accept the warnings of the scientific community and urge a rapid move away from the use of fossil fuels.  We all share a common home, and this generation has the responsibility to pass it on to future generations with all its life-supporting eco-systems intact.  As a nation which built its wealth on the export and use of fossil fuels., in all justice we have a further responsibility towards vulnerable communities who are the frontlines of climate- related extreme weather events.  It is therefore only right that we take our fair share of responsibility to implement the Paris Agreement.
At the coming election I will be voting for the candidate whose position most closely aligns with the following policies:
· A rapid transition away from dependency on fossil fuels both for energy and export income, and towards innovative low-carbon technologies.  There should be a moratorium on new coal mines and expansions of existing mines.
· A substantial increase in support for vulnerable countries to help them adapt to climate change and develop in a way which is sustainable.  Given our economic capacity, the assistance should be in the order of billions of dollars annually.  Labor’s platform does not specify an amount, nor does it guarantee that it will be additional to overseas aid.  
· Restructuring plans to ensure no communities are left behind as Australia transitions from a fossil fuel-based economy to one powered by renewable energy.
Such policies reflect the values of compassion, fairness and respect for the earth, which is not ours, but belongs to the Creator.
Those with vested interests will insist that these kinds of measures will be economically disastrous.  On the contrary, they have demonstrated potential to create multiple new employment opportunities and ultimately protect the ecosystems on which life itself depends.
Before the coming election, I urge you to commit publicly to influencing your party’s policies so they more clearly align with the goals of the Paris Agreement.
Yours Sincerely,
Your Name
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