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CATHOLICS IN COALITION FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE

21/10/09
Mr. R. McMullan,

Parliamentary Secretary for International Development Assistance,

Unit 8/1 Torrens Street,

BRADDON,  ACT    2612

Dear Mr. McMullan
                                             Re:  Poverty

Catholics in Coalition for Justice  & Peace is a coalition of individuals and groups, working for the emergence of just social structures in Australia and overseas.  It works as an integral part of the Church at the service of the world and especially for victims of injustice.

CCJP aims to act in solidarity with the poor, deprived and oppressed people of Australia and the world in the struggle for justice and peace.

Our letter is a request to increase Australia’s over seas aid programme.  Poor countries have suffered greatly due to the global financial crisis because of a loss of trade, limited credit available for development and a rise in protectionism by developed countries.  Australia needs to act to meet its Millennium Development Goals so that peace and security is ensured in the world.
Now that Australia is a member of the G20, we should be able to exert more influence in the area of debt relief to poor countries. Australia can also assist in the development of better structures in under developed countries and in organisations such as the United Nations to assist with progress aimed at ending poverty.

We at CCJP look forward to further improvements in government policy designed to assist those most in need.

Yours Faithfully,

Christine Brenton

(on behalf of CCJP) 
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