Dear Senator Wong,
 
I am part of a growing group of Australian citizens monitoring the current UN climate change meeting in Bonn in the lead up to Copenhagen. I want to see Australia play an active role in moving the UN climate negotiations forward to secure a fair and just climate change deal in Copenhagen.
 
I understand that the UN negotiations are deadlocked in part because rich countries, including Australia, want poor nations to make firm commitments to reduce their emissions, but poor countries won’t make such commitments until they know the level of financial support they can expect from rich countries. 
 
I am pleased that the Australia government has recognised our responsibility to support developing countries respond to the challenges of climate change. However, I am concerned that we have not yet dealt with long term funding mechanisms, leaving developing countries with no predictable support.  Australia must lead by example by being one of the first to commit to an international mitigation and adaptation finance mechanism.
 
As an UN e-monitor, I call on the Australian government to:
· Champion a global mitigation and financing mechanism that will generate the scale of funding that is necessary to meet the adaptation and mitigation costs in poor countries.  For example, Oxfam at the Bonn meeting, proposed that funds would be raised by the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) through the selling of emission permits to developed countries.

· Indicate that Australia is willing to pay it’s fair share for poor country mitigation and adaptation into this fund, Oxfam estimates this is around 4.3 billion AUD per year; 

· Not hand out free permits to big polluters as part of the Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme, Instead, the Australian government should sell emission permits as way to generate the needed finance for the suggested global mitigation and financing mechanism.
