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CATHOLICS IN COALITION FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE


30/04/10
The Hon. Kevin Rudd,

Prime Minister,

P.O. Box 476,

MORNINGSIDE, QLD 4170

Dear Mr. Rudd,

                                                           Asylum Seekers

Catholics in Coalition for Justice & Peace is a coalition of individuals and groups, working for the emergence of just social structures in Australia and overseas.  It works as an integral part of the Church at the service of the world and especially for victims of injustice.

CCJP aims to act in solidarity with the poor, deprived and oppressed people of Australia and the world in the struggle for justice and peace. 

Our membership is concerned about the recent changes to the governments Asylum Seeker policy.

Refugee advocates are saying that the processing of and support mechanisms for onshore arrivals in Australia have improved under Labor.  The government is to be congratulated for this.  

However, the treatment of asylum seekers arriving by boat is reversing this trend in a most unjust way.  The excision of Christmas Island from the Australian mainland means that asylum seekers arriving by boat receive fundamentally unjust treatment and their human rights are being breached.  Such people have no right to a judicial review of decisions about their application.

We would like to know why those arriving by boat need to be treated differently from those arriving by plane, considering that only 4% of asylum seekers arrive by boat.  The reopening of the isolated Curtin Detention Centre is seen as detrimental to the needs of desperate people fleeing from war torn countries where they are at risk of torture, imprisonment and death.  
The argument that it is safer in Iraq and Afghanistan now does not equate with the fact that Australia still has troops fighting in those countries.  The US government recently increased its troop numbers to Afghanistan significantly.  We also hear daily on the news about civilians and troops being killed by insurgents and by road side bombs.  Returning asylum seekers under these circumstances can amount to crimes against humanity and be seen as an absence of compassion in Australia.   Our claim to be a democratic, free and just country becomes questionable when policy is changed for political convenience. 
We challenge the government to debunk the myths touted in the media and by the Liberal Party about asylum seekers as they are based in fear and racism.  Clearly state the facts so that the Australian people understand our national and international obligations.
To quote former Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser:

“The current debate demeans Australia and diminishes every one of us.  Once race or religion emerge as political issues it is very hard to get back to a saner and quieter debate.  The only way out of this dilemma for Australia is for border protection to be taken off the political agenda, for the political parties quietly and sensibly to establish a bipartisan, legal and humane policy that both major parties are prepared to support – otherwise Australia will move backwards into a darker age.”
Yours Faithfully,

Christine Brenton

(On behalf of CCJP)

N.B.  A copy of this letter is being sent to the Leader of the Opposition Mr. Tony Abbott. 
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